
 

PTA Board Meeting 11/08/2017 

Krista Threefoot called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. in the Stevens Forest Elementary School Library. 

Board Members Present: 

President - Krista Threefoot 
Vice President for Programs - Quiana Holmes 
Vice President for Membership - Kathryn Knight 
Vice President for Fundraising - Jessica Mahajan 
Treasurer - Jessie Patterson 
Recording Secretary - Miriam Bell 
Corresponding Secretary - Valerie Barr 
PTACHC Delegate - Samuel Pearson-Moore 

Board Members Absent: 

PTACHC Delegate - Lena Kennedy 
 
Others Present: 

See attached list 
 
It is established that we have a quorum. 

Reading and approval of the meeting agenda: 

1. Motion to approve the agenda 
2. Vote: approve the agenda 

Reading and approval of the meeting minutes: 

1. Motion to approve the minutes 
2. Vote: approve the minutes 

Open session for parent concerns -  

Ingrid Pyne suggested a hot beverage delivery to the crossing guards, potentially to be twice a month through 
the colder months - Ingrid volunteered to coordinate the first delivery. 

 



 

Samuel Pearson-Moore raised a concern that Chick Fil-A is not a venue his family will attend, and has 
requested that the school please look into seeking alternate restaurants for fundraising. Mr. Diaz had not heard 
that feedback previously, and stated that he would be open to alternatives. 

Budget presentation -  Jessie Patterson 

Budget was presented by the Treasurer, including updated revenue numbers and expenses for checks cut. 
$1,500 was paid to Henry Cole, the visiting author, which was covered by a local family’s donation. Sam 
suggested we ensure there is a thank-you note sent to the author. 

Program Updates -  Quiana Holmes & Jessica Mahajan 

Gobble Gobble Potluck Dinner is scheduled for the 17th, which is the Friday of the Turkey Trot. One family 
outside of the PTA has already registered to bring a dish. The Potluck Dinner communication that was sent 
was only in English, a Spanish translation is to follow. Krista requested that everyone with future 
communications for the school please cc Ms. Kanaan to facilitate incorporation of the hispanic community at 
the school. 
 
Reflections entries are coming in, judging is happening next week. The entries are heavily weighted to the 
visual arts, but represent a broad spectrum of families at the school. 
 
Trunk or Treat was very successful, Quiana offered a special thank-you to everyone who participated and 
especially Claudia, who spent hours manning the popcorn maker. 

Hospitality/Conference Dinners -  Claudia Valle & Krista Threefoot 

Administration has requested that two dinners be provided to the teachers. As there is only one conference this 
year, it would be nice to provide two nights. Ingrid suggested that the PTA reach out to Jason Stum, a parent at 
the school who owns and operates a catering company and has been open to helping in the past. Mr. Diaz 
provided an estimated head-count of 80 to 100 for catering. Further discussion was tabled due to time 
constraints. 

Fundraising Updates -  Jessica Mahajan 

Turkey Trot online donations are at $1,055 at this point, and physical donations are at $200. Over-all donations 
are low compared to last year, but Tracy feels donations may pick up as we get closer to the event. Members 
brainstormed ways to encourage donations, including an e-mail to families mentioning donations are accepted 
through December 8th as well as signs in the pick-up / drop-off lines. 
 
At least 30 students have already raised at least $25 and have earned the tee shirts. M.O.M.’s is on track to 
donate snacks, and volunteers have signed up and been contacted. 
 
Krista asked if there was a way to donate to the school without picking a participant, which is possible and will 
be sent out via social media to encourage donations. 
 
Tracy has set up the 99 Pledges site to accept donations through December 8th. 

 



 

Membership Updates -  Kathryn Knight 

Membership stands at 118 members, the first payment to the State PTA for dues was made last month. 
Discussion ensued about the mechanics of remitting further membership dues to the State PTA. Membership 
cards have been received and will be sent out soon. 

PTACHC Updates -  Lena Kennedy & Samuel Pearson-Moore 

Samuel Pearson-Moore had nothing to report, Lena Kennedy attended this month’s meeting and will be 
providing a report. 

Principal updates -  Ernesto Diaz 

Communications regarding teacher conferences will go out this coming Friday. Registration will open on the 
10th. This year there will only be Fall conferences, but meetings with teachers can be scheduled individually 
throughout the year. 
 
Mr. Diaz addressed concerns mentioned at last month’s meetings, and had met with staff in the interim and 
identified individuals that needed reminders about the school system’s policy not to take away recess. Other 
feedback regarding lunch times and efficiencies were communicated with staff, and the administration is 
hopeful that the concerns have been alleviated. Mr. Diaz once more requested that any parent with a concern 
please communicate those with the appropriate person, whether it be the staff involved or the administration. 
 
School Improvement Committee would also benefit from the same diversity of perspectives. 
 
Krista asked if there were ever instances where one grade takes longer to leave the cafeteria and thus takes 
away from the next grade. Mrs. Albright noted that the cafeteria actually has capacity for two grade levels at a 
time, and while there are instances where one grade holds up the next grade’s lunch, Mrs. Albright has talked 
to the lunch monitors and para-educators about tacking extra time to the end of any lunch that is thus affected. 
 
Katherine noted that there had been an accident at recess that required an ambulance, and there was no 
communication home to the parents regarding the accident. Children were reporting wildly exaggerated 
versions of the event, which were concerning to the parents. Mr. Diaz noted there would be health privacy 
concerns in a school-wide communication, but it may be possible to utilize Canvas to send a grade-specific 
e-mail that notifies parents that there was an event that required medical assistance to come to the school. 
 
Samuel noted that there is supposed to be a diversity representative at all schools. Cultural Proficiency 
program for the past decade, many staff has been trained at various levels of the program. Mr. Diaz gave a 
brief outline of the existing program, and noted that the new aspect outlined in the Baltimore Sun article. Mrs. 
Renoud, an ESOL teacher at SFES, has been identified as the diversity representative. 
 
Jessie asked if the Teacher’s Lounge had been damaged in last week’s oven incident. Mr. Diaz noted that a 
small food item had been left in the oven. A fire extinguisher had to be used, which resulted in a fine dust all 
over the lounge. Central Office was able to send over a specialty cleanup crew to restore the lounge by the 
beginning of the next day. 

 



 

Closing Remarks -  Krista Threefoot 

ESM meeting last night mentioned that world languages would be phased out for Pre-K through 2nd grade 
over the next few years. There is a question as to whether those plans are concrete, or whether the PTA could 
advocate for the world language program to continue at all levels. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:18 
 
Upcoming Events: 
November 15:  Stringapalooza, OMHS, 7:00 
November 17:  Turkey Trot, all day 
November 17:  Gobble Gobble Potluck Dinner 
November 20-22:  Parent Teacher Conferences, various �mes 
November 20, Possibly 21:  Hospitality Dinner 
December 21:  Winter concert, 7 pm  
 
 

 


