
 

PTA   Board   Meeting   10/13/2017 

Krista   Threefoot   called   the   meeting   to   order   at   6:36   p.m.   in   the   Stevens   Forest   Elementary   School   Library. 

Board   Members   Present: 

President   -   Krista   Threefoot 
Vice   President   for   Membership   -   Kathryn   Knight 
Vice   President   for   Programs   -   Quiana   Holmes 
Vice   President   for   Fundraising   -   Jessica   Mahajan 
Treasurer   -   Jessie   Patterson 
Recording   Secretary   -   Miriam   Bell 
Corresponding   Secretary   -   Valerie   Barr 
PTACHC   Delegate   -   Samuel   Pearson-Moore 
PTACHC   Delegate   -   Lena   Kennedy 

Board   Members   Absent: 

None 

Others   Present: 

See   attached   list 

It   is   established   that   we   have   a   quorum. 

Reading   and   approval   of   the   meeting   agenda: 

1. Motion   to   approve   the   agenda 
2. Vote:   approve   the   agenda 

Reading   and   approval   of   the   meeting   minutes: 

1. Motion   to   approve   the   minutes 
2. Vote:   approve   the   minutes 

Introductions   -    Members   and   parents   present   introduced   themselves 

Budget   presentation   and   requests   from   teachers   -    Jessie   Patterson 

Budget   was   presented   by   the   Treasurer,   including   updated   revenue   numbers   and   expenses   for   checks   cut. 

 



 

Krista   reported   that   School   Safeties   do   a   glove   and   coat   drive   to   promote   leadership   among   Safeties   and   also 
give   back   to   the   community.   It   was   suggested   that   instead   of   asking   our   community   for   coats   we   could   have   the 
PTA   gift   gloves   and   other   cold-weather   accessories   to   the   Safeties   for   this   initiative. 
Mrs.   Albright   discussed   the   Book   Cart   initiative   that   allows   students   to   exchange   bobcat   bucks   for   books   from 
the   Book   Bank   in   Baltimore,   and   donated   books.   Krista   suggested   the   PTA   members   could   pick   up   allotted 
books   from   the   Book   Bank. 

Principal   updates   -    Ernesto   Diaz 

Anette   Kanaan   becomes   the   full-time   Hispanic   Liaison   starting   on   Friday,   she   had   been   part-time   on   M/W. 
 
We   have   received   funding   from   the   school   system   for   an   additional   ½   time   Spanish   teacher,   to   bring   us   up   to   3 
½   total   to   assist   with   grade   levels   that   have   four   sections. 
 
Administration   has   been   advertising   for   School   Improvement   Team   members   to   assist   with   school   initiatives 
based   on   hard   data   collected   throughout   the   year. 
 
Morning   and   afternoon   tutoring   has   started,   along   with   the   How   Girls   Code   program. 
 
Have   had   more   than   one   fire   drill,   will   have   a   “lockdown   drill”   in   the   near   future   to   prepare   for   threats   within   the 
building.   Notice   will   be   given   to   families   prior   to   that   drill   so   that   adults   are   prepared   for   any   questions   their 
students   may   have   when   they   come   home.   It   is   mandatory   to   have   one,   but   based   on   feedback   from   teachers 
and   observers   there   will   be   at   least   one   more. 

Program   Updates   -    Quiana   Holmes 

Ice   Cream   Social   overview:   turnout   was   fantastic,   very   successful.   For   next   year   we   will   need   to   purchase 
more   of   everything   to   prevent   having   to   make   mid-event   store   runs   for   supplies. 
 
Reflections   and   Art   Night   committee   has   met,   Reflections   is   in   process   and   a   video   was   sent   to   all   parents   via 
e-mail   to   help   give   families   ideas   for   submissions. 
 
Trunk   or   Treat   will   be   held   at   SFES   and   will   not   be   a   joint   event   this   year.   We   plan   to   have   other   activities   for 
students   after   trick-or-treating,   and   sign-up   forms   for   family’s   cars   will   be   sent   out   in   this   week’s   Friday   Folders. 
Lena   Kennedy   suggested   we   invite   kids   to   decorate   their   own   car,   it   was   discussed   generally   having   a   “blank” 
car   parked   and   an   assortment   of   decorations   for   attending   children   to   use   to   decorate   the   car. 

Fundraising   Updates   -    Jessica   Mahajan 

Hot   dog   sales   at   the   Oakland   Mills   Village   Festival   netted   an   estimated   $470   to   $490,   the   most   ever   for   this 
event.   Members   discussed   the   value   for   the   effort   put   into   the   event   -   it   was   a   great   return   on   investment.   One 
parent   mentioned   that   there   was   confusion   as   to   where   the   event   was,   some   parents   thought   the   hot   dogs 
were   being   sold   at   the   school.   Must   clarify   for   future   events.   The   other   suggestion   for   next   year   would   be   to 
offer   a   desert   option   to   bring   in   additional   funds,   such   as   donuts   and   coffee.   Dessert   options   could   be   decided 
upon   at   the   last   minute   to   accommodate   weather   predictions. 
 

 



 

One   member   suggested   we   go   back   to   door-to-door   sales,   such   as   for   holiday   chocolates   and   wrapping   paper, 
but   it   was   discussed   that   in   prior   years   only   a   few   families   participated   and   it   was   generally   felt   that   having 
direct   donations   through   the   Turkey   Trot   is   more   equitable   to   the   families   and   we   are   able   to   fund   most 
programs   without   asking   families   for   donations. 
 
Tracey   Downard   provided   a   Turkey   Trot   update.   MOM’s   Organic   Market   confirmed   they   will   donate   oranges 
and   bananas   again,   certificates   and   medals   orders   have   been   submitted.   The   morning   of   the   Turkey   Trot   there 
will   be   a   balloon   arch   assembled.   Instructions   for   students   to   set   up   their   fundraising   website   will   go   home   in 
this   week’s   Friday   Folder. 
 
The   Gobble   Gobble   Turkey   Dinner   information   will   go   out   in   a   future   Friday   Folder,   along   with   a   letter   in   both 
English   and   Spanish   explaining   the   four   primary   PTA   fundraisers   and   how   they   contribute   to   the   programs 
offered. 

Membership   Updates   -    Kathryn   Knight 

Membership   stands   at   104   members,   or   61   more   than   last   month. 
A   number   of   families   have   given   donations   along   with   their   membership   dues. 

PTACHC   Updates   -    Lena   Kennedy   &   Samuel   Pearson-Moore 

The   Council   of   Elders   was   present   and   shared   some   initiatives,   also   the   Redistricting   Timeline   Update.   They 
offered   answers   to   questions   from   last   month’s   meeting,   but   there   was   no   response   to   our   inquiries   into   the   use 
of   portables. 
 
Teacher’s   Union   is   doing   a   Social   Justice   /   Peace   Circle   Program   to   assist   teachers   in   addressing   classroom 
issues   using   a   Social   Justice   model.   There   will   be   intensive   training   for   select   schools,   and   the   program   may 
expand   to   include   other   schools. 
 
The   Nondiscrimination   Policy   workgroup   has   finished   their   work,   recommendations   are   going   to   the   Board   and 
the   final   product   will   be   implemented   in   June   2018. 

Redistricting   Update   -    Collective 

The   latest   plan   from   the   Superintendent   was   released,   and   no   changes   were   recommended   for   Oakland   Mills 
schools.   Lena   Kennedy   suggested   Krista   testify   on   the   record   for   public   hearings,   PTAs   are   granted   5   minutes 
to   testify   while   other   stakeholders   are   given   3   minutes. 

A   meeting   was   held   with   a   translator   on   the   30th,   a   translator   was   provided.   There   were   only   about   a   dozen 
individuals   from   the   community   present,   but   they   are   well   connected   in   the   larger   community   and   were 
representing   the   larger   Spanish-speaking   community.   The   general   opinion   voiced   by   community   members   was 
that   while   they   may   be   geographically   closer   to   Talbott   Springs,   they   were   interested   in   continuing   attendance 
at   Stevens   Forest   Elementary   to   provide   consistency   to   their   families   and   community. 

General   Updates   and   Q&A   -    Krista   Threefoot 

Krista   attended   a   PTA   President   meeting   last   night.   She   advocated   strongly   to   provide   resources   in   secondary 
languages.   The   PTA   President   for   Longfellow   Elementary   is   an   immigration   advocacy   lawyer   and   was   able   to 
provide   statistics   and   support   for   our   position   regarding   translations   being   provided   for   people   who   do   not 

 



 

speak   English   fluently.   Interim   Superintendent   Mauritano   expressed   concern   that   translations   and   other 
resources   were   not   already   available. 

Homework   was   also   discussed,   and   new   county   policies   regarding   the   hours   of   homework   targeted   for   each 
grade   level.   A   wide   variety   of   opinions   regarding   the   number   of   hours   that   are   appropriate   were   expressed 
from   PTA   presidents   representing   communities   across   the   County. 

Mental   Health   resources   were   also   discussed,   and   the   need   for   mental   health   services   in   schools.   Members 
discussed   the   Howard   County   Drug-Free   meeting. 

Bike   thefts   in   the   community   are   a   concern,   the   Community   Liaison   Officer   Lopez   shared   that   there   are   groups 
of   children   in   the   community   as   young   as   8   or   9   that   are   known   to   be   responsible   for   a   number   of   bike   thefts.   It 
was   discussed   having   a   community   meeting   to   educate   community   members   on   ways   to   prevent   bike   theft.   It 
was   suggested   we   have   an   education   station   at   Trunk   or   Treat   or   the   Turkey   Trot   by   the   bike   stands   to   help 
educate   community   members. 
 
One   parent   raised   concerns   about   lunch   timing,   and   that   his   child   is   not   given   enough   time   to   eat   his   complete 
meal.   Mrs.   Albright   clarified   that   children   who   bring   their   lunch   are   able   to   sit   down   and   begin   eating   within   just 
a   few   minutes   of   having   entered   the   cafeteria.   Children   ordering   the   yogurt   and   pretzel   are   asked   to   line   up   to 
purchase   food   next,   followed   by   children   ordering   other   entrees.   The   children   are   called   in   that   same   order   to 
clean   up,   to   ensure   that   children   have   the   same   amount   of   time   to   eat.  
 
Another   parent   proposed   that   all   grades   be   provided   a   snack.   Mrs.   Albright   explained   that   all   children   are 
offered   breakfast   for   free   through   the   Title   I   program.   Nearly   70%   of   students   are   eligible   for   Free   and   Reduced 
Meals,   and   if   a   snack   time   is   instituted   then   the   school   must   provide   the   snack   to   these   students.   Currently 
grades   who   eat   earliest   (Kindergarten,   eating   at   10:30,   and   Fifth   Grade,   eating   late)   are   offered   a   snack   to 
supplement.   Extending   this   to   all   grades   would   be   a   last   resort,   and   would   represent   considerable   cost   and 
effort.   Mrs.   Albright   feels   the   first   step   would   be   to   address   any   issues   occurring   during   the   current   lunch 
periods   to   ensure   students   have   adequate   time   in   the   cafeteria   to   finish   their   lunch. 
 
A   discussion   about   supervision   during   lunch   and   recess   took   place,   and   concerns   regarding   discipline   and 
other   supervision   issues   by   paraeducators   and   lunch   monitors   were   expressed   by   members.   Mrs.   Albright 
acknowledged   the   concerns,   and   encouraged   parents   to   reach   out   to   her   and   Mr.   Diaz   with   specific   individual 
needs   and   situations. 

Closing   Remarks   -    Krista   Threefoot 

Meeting   adjourned   at   8:14 
 
Upcoming   Events: 
October   19:    Primary   Math   and   Reading   Night,   6:30-7:30 
October   23:    Chick-Fil-A   Restaurant   Night 
October   28:    Trunk   or   Treat,   6-7   at   SFES   Parking   lot 
November   3:    Reflec�ons   due   date  
November   8:    Discipline   &   Communica�on   at   home,   6:30-7:30 
November   15:    Stringapalooza,   OMHS,   7:00 
November   17:    Turkey   Trot,   all   day  

 



 

November   20-22:    Parent   Teacher   Conferences,   various   �mes 
December   21:    Winter   concert,   7   pm  
 
 

 


